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HYDERABAD: Election Commission of India (ECI) teams are verifying allegations stating 59 lakh voters of the total
3.7 crore voters in Andhra Pradesh are suspicious voters and that at least 20 lakh people have votes both in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. The alleged number of suspicious voters in AP accounts for 16 per cent of the total number of voters.

A 10-member team headed by former deputy election commissioner Vinod Zutshi was in the state from February 20 to
conduct an audit of electoral rolls to find out any discrepancies. Local election officials issued notices to voters in Vizag,
Guntur, Vijayawada, Rajahmundry and Tirupati in order to verify whether they were genuine.

The process gained significance as the AP High Court had, on Wednesday, asked the ECI to explain the irregularities
in the voters list following a public interest litigation (PIL) filed by advocate Ponnavolu Sudhakar Reddy. An analysis done
by election watch agencies revealed that there are 25 lakh duplicate votes where voters’ name, father, husband name are
same while other fields are different.

AP Opposition leader Y S Jaganmohan Reddy had on February 4 met the Chief Election Commissioner in New Delhi
and had alleged that the TDP government is manipulating the electoral rolls. In September 2018, the opposition parties had
alleged that there are 52 lakh duplicate votes which now increased to 59 lakh.

AP chief electoral officer (CEO) Gopalakrishna Dwivedi said that in order to conduct elections in a transparent
manner, all demographically similar votes will be deleted after a thorough process. Three inspection teams have been
formed to carry out the task, Dwivedi said.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi directed officials to fix responsibility for inconvenience caused to res-
idents of Chandigarh by his visit, including the closure of schools and the temporary shutdown of a cre-

mation ground.

Local residents seethed with anger as they were unable to cremate their dead during the visit by the Prime
Minister because the cremation ground was converted into a makeshift parking lot.

Soon after winding up his visit, Modi tweeted he had ordered an inquiry into the problems caused by his trip.

“The inconvenience caused to citizens in Chandigarh, especially shutting of schools due to my visit is regret-
ted. It was totally avoidable,” he posted. “An inquiry will be held & responsibility will be fixed for the incon-
venience caused to the people of Chandigarh".

Mourners headed to the cremation ground in Sector 25 on Friday morning were denied entry for security rea-
sons and sent to another crematorium at Manimajra.

The cremation ground in Sector 25 is located next to the venue where the Prime Minister addressed a rally.
The sprawling cremation ground was converted into a makeshift parking lot for people attending the rally, local
residents said.

A senior officer of the Union Territory’s administration said residents had been told to delay the last rites of
the dead “for a few hours”. He said mourners could cremate their dead after the Prime Minister left the venue
of the rally.

Tight security arrangements were put in place for Modi’s visit. The traffic police diverted traffic from key
routes used by Modi's motorcade. Ambulances had to take longer routes to reach hospitals.
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In a frightening incident, a 21-year-old transgender woman was brutally attacked outside her residence in Hyderabad’s
Banjara Hills. And when her friends tried to get her help, she was denied treatment by at least three hospitals in the city,
before being admitted to NIMS.

Sravya was allegedly approached by four men on Thursday outside her house, who wanted her to come with them to
the residence of one of the men, whom she knew. “It was the day of Ganesh Visarjan, and only Sravya and Nakshatra were
at home,” said Chandramukhi Muvvala, a member of Hyderabad’s transgender community.

“Around 3pm, a man she knew came along with three others and asked her to come to his place. She refused to go with
him, and tried to enter the house. That’s when one of them slit her throat and slashed her hands with a knife, and they fled,”
Chandramukhi says. “One of them was Nadeem; he regularly comes to Sravya’s house and is known for assaulting com-
munity members and extorting money from them,” Chandramukhi alleges.

Nakshatra found Sravya in a pool of blood, and immediately tried to get her medical help. She was taken to hospital in
an auto, but many hospitals allegedly denied her treatment. In a Facebook post, trans woman and activist Rachana
Mudraboyina writes that Sravya was denied treatment by at least three or four hospitals, and that she was finally admitted
at NIMS - that too, only after the members of the trans community had to ‘clap’ to get their attention.

Referring to the NALSA verdict, Chandramukhi says, “Private hospitals are violating Supreme Court guidelines by not
giving treatment to us.”
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